[image: A white triangle with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]A2 (yr13) Parents’ Q&A 15 Oct 2025 

Below we have captured your questions and placed them into headings. Towards the end of this document there are links to multiple providers
University Applications
Can my child apply to university and keep apprenticeships as a backup?
Yes. Many students apply to university through UCAS whilst also applying for apprenticeships. Keeping both options open is sensible. Students can access information about applying to university and apprenticeship on ASFC Careers & Employability Canvas.
What are the key UCAS deadlines?
College internal deadline 1st Oct 2025 for the UCAS deadline 15th October 2025: Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science 
College internal deadline 1st Nov for the UCAS deadline 14th January 2026: All other applications. 
The purpose of the college internal deadline is to enable students to manage numerous deadlines effectively, leaving time for revision for mocks in December, January exams and coursework/NEA deadlines. The internal deadlines will also allow for Senior Tutors and Careers Advisers to check completed applications in detail and write accompanying references. 
What happens if my child doesn’t get the grades they need?
If a student doesn’t meet the required grades for both their Firm and Insurance offers from universities, they will still have options. Their Firm or Insurance university may still accept them or may offer them an alternative course. The student may also be able to secure a place at another university through UCAS Clearing 
Some students will apply for apprenticeships or work or decide to take a GAP Year and re-apply to university starting the following year.
What is the university admissions process?
Research & shortlist degrees and universities
Complete a UCAS application (up to 5 choices) including a personal statement
Submit the UCAS application by the deadline.
Submit a portfolio (if required)
Attend university interviews/audition (if required).
Receive and respond to offers from universities.
Accept Firm and Insurance offers from universities.
Await college results to confirm final university place and enrol.
Will students get help with personal statements and interviews?
Yes. Work on the UCAS application and personal statements has been ongoing in Tutorial lessons since the summer term of A1. We have also had a number of visiting universities attending the college, with the purpose of reading personal statements and offering personalised feedback. The college Careers Advisers and Senior Tutors continue to offer support with personal statement and university interviews throughout the autumn term including mock interviews (as appropriate).
How best to obtain costs for potential university courses and career pathways?
While at university, students will have two main costs – tuition fees and living costs. They can apply for student finance to help with both. All eligible students can get a:
Tuition Fee Loan to cover the full cost of the fees charged by their university.   
Basic rate of Maintenance Loan to help with living costs, such as rent and bills. The basic rate of Maintenance Loan doesn’t depend on your household income, but they can apply for more that does. Any loans they borrow have to be paid back, but not until they’ve finished or left their course, and their income is over the repayment threshold.
There is extra support available for students who have a disability, including a long-term health condition, mental health condition, or specific learning difficulty, or students who have children or an adult dependant who depends on them financially. These don’t usually have to be paid back.
University tuition fees (the cost of the degrees) are published on university websites (usually £9,535 per year, although this may increase in line with inflation).
Living costs vary by city 
Career opportunities linked to courses can be researched via Prospects.ac.uk or the UCAS course pages.
Is the Open University a good alternative to a traditional university?
Absolutely. The Open University has an excellent reputation and offers high-quality degree programmes. It’s a route often chosen by mature students who want to study for a degree while working full-time. Many employers value this option highly, as it demonstrates strong commitment, self-motivation, and the ability to balance multiple responsibilities.



Apprenticeships
What is the best way to apply for apprenticeships?
Most vacancies are advertised on the National Apprenticeship Service site. Some large employers also recruit directly via their websites. Applications may involve a CV, cover letter and sometimes online tests or assessment centres.  Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK
We have had a number of questions relating to degree apprenticeships with the police.
For police apprenticeships, each force sets its own recruitment timetable, so dates vary. At the time of printing this GMP were not currently advertising. We encourage students to regularly check the Join the Police: Want to become a Police Officer? Website, or alternatively Greater Manchester Police as each force sets its own recruitment timetable.
If GMP advertise vacancies for the degree apprenticeships a Y13 student can apply with pending grades.
Where do we find advice about apprenticeships?
These sites are a good place to start:
Amazing Apprenticeships – What is a Degree Apprenticeship?
UCAS - Parent & Guardian Guide to Apprenticeships
Manchester Metropolitan University – Guide for Parents and Carers 
College CANVAS page - Careers & Employability - Apprenticeships tile
How and when does my son go about looking for a degree apprenticeship?
Degree apprenticeships are advertised by employers at different times of the year, and often between autumn and spring for a September start. Students can apply for vacancies directly through employers, via Apprenticeship/Training provider websites and Apprenticeship Vacancy websites such as the government’s Find an Apprenticeship, and Higherin. Additionally, Manchester Metropolitan University and the University of Lancashire advertise some vacancies.  
We have received a few questions about which sectors typically advertise degree apprenticeships and likely grade/subject requirements?
Business, finance, digital, engineering, law, and more. The higher the grade the better
What are some of the benefits and drawbacks to degree apprenticeships?
Taken from UCAS – What are Degree Apprenticeships 
Pros of a degree apprenticeship
You’ll get real-life experience working alongside your degree
Your degree is fully paid for, so there’s no cost to you
You’ll get paid a salary just like a normal employee
You'll get a head start on graduates entering the workplace after study
Cons of a degree apprenticeship
You’ll need to balance working and studying at the same time
You won’t qualify for any student loans
Apprentices don’t always get the traditional ‘university experience’
The apprenticeship market is extremely competitive
A question around Requirements: 
Requirements will be stated on the vacancy application and can vary considerably. Typically, for degree apprenticeships, universities and employers will decide upon grades and other requirements such as evidence of workplace skills.
Can you give examples of marketing apprenticeships?
Digital marketing apprenticeships can be found across various sites including Find and Apprenticeship and Manchester Metropolitan University:
Digital Marketer Degree Apprenticeship | Manchester Metropolitan University
My child isn’t sure which type of apprenticeship fits them.
Apprenticeships exist in business, finance, digital, creative, engineering, healthcare, law, and more. Students can search the National Apprenticeship Service database by subject or interest. Apprenticeship options have been covered in tutorials College careers staff can arrange guidance sessions to explore options together.

Gap Years
If my child takes a Gap Year, will universities look less favourably at them?
No. Gap years are widely accepted and often valued, especially if students use the time to gain experience, travel, or develop skills. Students can apply now and request deferred entry or wait and apply during the Gap Year. 
[bookmark: _Int_85Bhxdw7]My child is planning a Gap Year. Can they apply now and defer, or should they apply next year?
Students can apply now through UCAS to start university in September 2026 or 2027. If a student applies through UCAS to start in September 2026 and then decides they want to ‘defer’ and start in September 2027, the student just needs to phone the university and ask to defer.  Alternatively, a student could wait and apply through UCAS during their Gap Year. 
Occasionally, a university may advise against a GAP for certain degree subjects – always double check. 


Support in College
Is there any support or extra tuition for students not hitting target grades?
Yes. Teachers provide intervention sessions and subject-specific support. Staff track progress and arrange extra help where needed.
Advice on supporting students with A level revision and exam preparation, and university interview preparation?
Students receive revision workshops, study skills sessions, and mentoring. University interview support includes mock interviews, practice questions, and personalised feedback. Many tutorials cover revision methods.
Who can we contact to discuss individual support for students with mitigating circumstances (study or pastoral)?
In the first instance, contact the student’s Senior Tutor who will refer to pastoral or academic support teams as needed. Careers staff can also offer tailored guidance where relevant.
What other support exists?
We have a comprehensive Careers Canvas page that all students can access for up-to-date information, resources, and guidance. The Careers Team also visit tutorial sessions focused on employment and apprenticeships for students exploring alternatives to university. During these sessions, every student received the contact details of their personal Careers Adviser for ongoing one-to-one support.

Links to Apprenticeships and job roles

KPMGLinks to an external site.
 EYLinks to an external site. 
PwCLinks to an external site. 
AmazonLinks to an external site. 
VodafoneLinks to an external site. 
WSPLinks to an external site.
 Tetra TechLinks to an external site. 
AmeyLinks to an external site.
 ArcadisLinks to an external site.
 AstraZenecaLinks to an external site. 
Pinsent MasonsLinks to an external site. 
Troup Bywaters & AndersLinks to an external site. 
Mott MacdonaldLinks to an external site.
 United UtilitiesLinks to an external site.
 BTLinks to an external site. 
BBCLinks to an external site.
 Channel 4Links to an external site.
 ITVLinks to an external site. 
WeightmansLinks to an external site.
 Balfour BeattyLinks to an external site.
 CapgeminiLinks to an external site. 
CiscoLinks to an external site. 
DeloitteLinks to an external site.
 Greater Manchester PoliceLinks to an external site. 
Greater Manchester Fire ServiceLinks to an external site. 
NHSLinks to an external site.
 Civil ServiceLinks to an external site.
 NG BaileyLinks to an external site.
Generic Job sites
Indeed – Work, jobs in Manchester (with Salaries) | Indeed United Kingdom
Reed – https://www.reed.co.uk/jobs/jobs-in-manchester
Totaljobs – https://www.totaljobs.com/jobs/in-manchester
CV-Library – Manchester jobs - September 2025 | CV Library
GOV.UK Find a Job – Search and apply for jobs | Find a job (search Manchester inside)
Adzuna – 805,570 Jobs in UK | September 2025 | Adzuna.co.uk
LinkedIn Jobs – https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/manchester-jobs
Glassdoor – 34,162 Manchester, England jobs | Glassdoor
Monster UK – Monster UK and MyPerfectCV maker - Create your online CV
WhatJobs – What Manchester Jobs Are Near Me? | WhatJobs US

Local Manchester Boards & Portals
Greater Jobs (local councils & services)
Covers Manchester City Council, Greater Manchester Combined Authority, NHS Trusts, fire service, etc.
 greater.jobs - Home Page | greater.jobs /
Creative Manchester / The Dots
For creative, design, media, and digital roles in Manchester.
👉 Creative Jobs Board | The Dots

Hospitality Jobs UK (lots of hotel, bar, restaurant work in Manchester)
👉 Hospitality Jobs | Hospitality Careers | Hospitality Jobs UK
Guardian Jobs – Manchester filter
Strong for education, charities, arts, public sector.
👉 Jobs in Manchester | Guardian Jobs
CharityJob (Manchester filter)
The main UK site for non-profit roles.
👉 Jobs | CharityJob
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