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How can you help?

* Talk & Support

e Get Online & Informed
o UCAS search tool https://digital.ucas.com/search

o Encourage Independent Research
o University Open Days
o Know the College & UCAS Deadlines

o Encourage Aspirational, Solid & Safe UCAS
choices

o Make the most of the support from college

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 2
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Undergraduate Bachelor’s degree
Foundation Year

Vocational degree?

New subject or old?

Variation on a theme...

Single or Joint/Combined

What do graduates do?



Choosing the
right degree

e What does the course cover?

e Courses with the same title may be very
different.

* Look carefully at the core course content,
and the range of optional modules available.

* Which modules are the most interesting and
relevant to your career aspirations?

* Internship, placement, sandwich or study
abroad opportunities.

* How is the course taught & assessed?
* Entry requirements?

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
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Choosing the right university

Style - traditional research intensive; modern with a focus on
vocational courses; specialist

Location - home or away? large city, small town, by the coast, in the
countryside, campus?

Size - larger universities can have more than 20,000 students,
whereas some of the smallest have only a few thousand.

Student Wellbeing & Support — what support do the universities
provide?

Culture and facilities - influenced by a range of factors, including the
diversity of students.

What graduates do? - find out what career, jobs or further study
students go on to.

Costs — university scholarships & bursaries, accommodation,
transport can vary enormously.



WWW.ucas.com/parents

Download our free guide, containing everything you need to support
a young person with their options and decision-making, and help
them through the UCAS application process.

Parent, Guardian and Carer Guide

UCAS

Sign up for our parent newsletter

Whether your child is set on going to uni, or still looking into their options — including
apprenticeships, gap years, or conservatoire courses — we can help. Sign up and we'll
send you everything you need to help them make an informed decision.



Your Hub

Your personalised homepage and discovery hub

Start your journey — h 88 Foryou Q) Favourites (@) Whattodo  © Wheretogo  Q Search

Welcome Sam

You're applying for Undergraduate courses in 2026 - Change year

2026 Application

Start an application

Apply to universities and colleges to study degrees, HNDs, and HNCs and dance, drama and music at conservatoires.

Your next steps o e wdo

i N

7) FAQS
DISCOVER WHAT TO " ’
DO What subject should I take?
Read cur subject gudes to see what might be right
Erowze subjects and careers With related courses for you
and apprenticeships
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[2) HowTo
How to apply

All you need 10 know sbout 3pplying to univerzity,
college of an apprenticeship.
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FIND AN
APPRENTICESHIP I

Learn mom >

DISCOVER CAREERS

Try ow Quiz and g2t recommended careers thast
match your Zkiis and personaifty traits

Take the quiz

(3) FaQs

Key application dates

Find cut what you need to do and when

) wowT0
How to nail that personal
statement

Writing a perzony sistement can De daunting.
Follow cur 9ps and advice fo help make it easier.

@ Start application

@ Start application

DISCOVER WHERE TO
GO

Erowsze universities, colleges and empiayers and
leam mare about cities and regions In the LK

Find out more
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SUBJECT SPOTLIGHTS
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Cancer, Brain Tumours & Rogue Cells:
The Science Behind The Killer Disease

with Dr Shafiq Ahmed from University of Sunderland
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And Breathe: The Respiratory System
Explained

with Chariotte Anderson from the University of Sunderiand
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Computer Science: Space Exploration
And Beyond

with Dr Paul Sant from The University of Law
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Biotechnology: The Rise Of Radical
Healthcare
with Prof, M. Safwan Akram from Teesside University

Covid: The Law And You

with Mike Meehan from University of Law




VIRTUAL WORK EXPERIENGE
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This programme will explore an armay of career
opportunities avaiable at Sevemn Trent

Availsble 09/09/2024 - 29/04/2025

Start now

Severn Trent Sustainability: Water
Industry Virtual Work Experience

Energy & Utilities

UCAS
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UCAS Meds Service

HR Career Insights: Virtual Work
Experience with CIPD and Springpod
Business, Administration & Consulting

This programme will explore an array of career
opportunities avallabie at Chartered Institute of Personned
and Development

Avalabie 13/11/2023 - 311 V2025

Start now

Engineering a Sustainable World - Work
Experience with IChemE

Engineenng

This programme will explore an array of career
opportunities available at institution of Chemical Engineers
Avaiable 30/09/2024 - 30/04/2026

Start now

Skills for Success: Forvis Mazars Work
Experience

Accourtting, Banking & Finance
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Start now
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Careers with TLT and Springpod
Law & Legal Services
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opportursties available at TLT LLP
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Start now




CHAT TO STUDENTS
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Activities within the Al tutorial curriculum
to support university applications...

A1l tutorial curriculum How students and parents can help

Introduction and registration with Unifrog (Jan 2025) Familiarise yourself with the various tools and functions of
the Unifrog platform

Introduction to simple careers searches, i.e. the UCAS Career Complete tests and research potential careers/job role
Quiz/ Unifrog Profile Quizzes to assist those students who suggestions as a result of the simple careers searches
are as yet, unsure about their career intentions (Jan- Feb

2025)

Independent Unifrog research task set to all students to Revisit the shortlists and familiarise yourself with key
create shortlists for both university courses and information (for example, entry requirements, salaries,
apprenticeships (Jan -Feb 2025) student satisfaction, modules)

UCAS Discovery Manchester event (March 2025) To attend and conduct face to face research during further
university events

Signposted online events to all Al students (for example, To attend relevant online events and engage with online talks
National Apprenticeship Week (w/b 10 Feb), National Careers and workshops, etc.
Week (w/b 3 March)

Student Life/Finance Talks delivered by a variety of Students to discuss key information with parents/guardians
universities (March 2025)

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE 12



More recently and still to come...

Al Tutorial curriculum How students and parents can help

Introduction/ preparation to writing Personal Statements — 3
questions (May 2025). Utilisation of UCAS Hub resources,
including 2026 Personal Statement Guides (by subject),
Subject Tasters/ Spotlights and Virtual Work Experience.

Researching options utilising the UCAS
Hub and understanding entry requirements and contextual
offers (June 2025).

Spotlight on Making the Most of Open Days and
communication of university open days and careers events
(May 2025)

Registration for and completion of the online UCAS
application — Profile section (June 2025)

1 to 1 meetings with Senior Tutors and/or Careers to discuss
future career plans after college (May/June 2025)

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Students are asked to complete 1st draft using resources
provided/UCAS Hub by the end of the summer term

and upload to Cedar. Students should continue

to work on and refine their Personal Statement throughout
the summer.

Students to explore potential university course choices/ key
information and discuss with parents/guardians

Students and/or parents/guardians to attend university open
days and/or careers events

Students to complete UCAS application

Students to prepare for the meetings with ideas they may
wish to discuss and book Careers appointments for guidance
(where appropriate)

13



v’ Registered/completed UCAS application
(not including choices) or completed CV

v'Record of skills, work experience, activities, etc.
in your ILP (Cedar)

v’ A UK universities shortlist and/or an apprenticeship
shortlist using UCAS Hub and/or Unifrog

v’ Attendance to Open Days and/or Careers Events e.g.
Festival of Apprenticeships

v’ A draft personal statement of at least 3000
characters and uploaded to your ILP (Personal
Statement section) Cedar.

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE



Profile:

* Personal details

* Nationality details

e Where you live

* Contact details

e Supporting information
* Finance & funding

* Diversity & inclusion

* More about you

Experiences:

Education
Employment

Extra activities

Personal statement
Add Choices*

Reference

*Students can apply for up to 5 choices. Applying costs £28.95

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

Profile

Personal details

Nationality details

Contact details

Diversity & inclusion

Supporting information

Where you live

Finance & funding

More about you

Experience

Education

+ Section complete

Personal Statement

Personal statement

Employment

Extra activities

15



UCAS

THE PERSONAL STATEMENT

WHAT ARE THE Your chance to show your passion, curiosity, interest.

Why do you want to study this course or subject? Three separate sections with question prompts.

A maximum of 4,000 characters, minimum of 350 characters per

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for - SEeio

this course or subject?

i The same for all your choices.

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why
are these experiences useful?

There isn't a spelling or grammar check.

No formatting allowed.

Q Every personal statement is run through similarity detection
software.

Public @




UCAS

PERSONAL STATEMENT SUPPORT

PERSONAL
STATEMENT BUILDER

4000 characters of 4000 remaining

What 10 include in your achitecture, What t0 include in your animal science What to include in your art and design What to include in your biology personal
planning or building personal statement personal statement personal statement

u

What to inciude in your chemistry What to include in your computer
menagement personal statement personal statement science personal statement

.J‘_,!)-\

—— What 10 inciude in your dentistry What 1o inciude in your drama personal What to inciude in your economics What to inciude in your engineenng
personal statement statement personal statement personal statement

—

18]
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Preparation in Al for A2 checklist tasks (inc. a draft personal
statement of at least 3000 characters) to be completed before the
summer break.

UCAS applications can’t be sent off until 2 September 2025 at the
earliest

College internal UCAS deadlines:
Early Applicants 30 September 2025
Other Applicants 1 November 2025
UCAS deadlines
Early Applicants 15 October 2025
Other Applicants 14 January 2026

Apply for Student Finance via .gov.uk around March 2026. Deadline

ik



» Separate application to UCAS application

» Tuition fees (studying in England - up to £9,535)

 Maintenance loans (depends upon household income,
where you study, where you live and how long for)

e Other support (Disabled Students’ Allowance, scholarships,
bursaries and grants)

* Please refer to the following...

> https://www.ucas.com/money

> https://www.gov.uk/student-finance

> https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/

ASHTON SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
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Thank you for listening.

If you have any questions, please
feel free to ask.
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